In times of war manpower is at a premium and unemployment at a minimum. The post-war years have been, in the main, years of ' full employment '?less full, it is true, on Clydeside than in most parts of Britain, but even there immeasurably better than in the bad years of the 'thirties, when a pall of unemployment lay heavily over this centre of heavy industry. Then, unemployment dominated the social scene and while it fell with special severity on some sections of the community, noticeably the unskilled, its very prevalence often blurred details of aetiology in the individual case. Now, though there is still more unemployment in the area than might be wished, it tends to be selective in its victims, and, as a result, study of its pre-disposing causes and social implications in the individual case has become more practicable. Earlier surveys (Ferguson & Macphail, 1953 ; Ferguson & Cunnison, 1951) 
In times of war manpower is at a premium and unemployment at a minimum. The post-war years have been, in the main, years of ' full employment '?less full, it is true, on Clydeside than in most parts of Britain, but even there immeasurably better than in the bad years of the 'thirties, when a pall of unemployment lay heavily over this centre of heavy industry. Then, unemployment dominated the social scene and while it fell with special severity on some sections of the community, noticeably the unskilled, its very prevalence often blurred details of aetiology in the individual case. Now, though there is still more unemployment in the area than might be wished, it tends to be selective in its victims, and, as a result, study of its pre-disposing causes and social implications in the individual case has become more practicable. Earlier surveys (Ferguson & Macphail, 1953 ; Ferguson & Cunnison, 1951) carried out in this Department had suggested that the impact of prolonged unemployment on those affected by it, and on their families, was far reaching, whether measured in terms of loss of productive capacity, or of the demoralisation of the unemployed men themselves, or of the difficulty of weaning their families from the unhappy influences of a background of prolonged unemployment. So much social effort seemed to be blocked by the blank wall of long continued parental unemployment that it was decided to try to find out more about the factors associated with the ' hard core ' of the unemployed ; and it was felt that the present spell of relatively full employment was a favourable time for such a study.
The co-operation of the Ministry of Labour and National Service was sought and at our request Officers of the Ministry prepared, for three of the nine Employment Exchange areas in the city, a list of the names and addresses of such men in each area as were unemployed at that time and had been unemployed for at least half of the preceding five years : obviously, it cannot be assumed that the experience of these three Exchange areas was typical of the city as a whole. Altogether Forty-one per cent of the 500 men said they were unmarried when the study was made. Proportionately, single men were numerous among those over the age of 50, and many of them were found in lodging houses, having lost or broken contact with their relatives. Again, the proportion married was low among the dullards, epileptics and neurotics. It is believed that many who considered themselves single were, in fact, separated from ther wives.
More than half (59%) stated that they were married and 5 (1%) that It has been shown elsewhere (Ferguson & Macphail, 1953) Stunted physique. Cathcart (1935) (Table 3) . nerves ', neurosis, or mental breakdown. This group included some attempted suicides and some whose complete lack of interest in life, was almost catatonic. Altogether, therefore, 48 per cent of the 500 men were in a mental state which would be likely, sooner or later, to attract adverse comment in a workshop ?r a public house. The incidence of these conditions was very much greater in the younger age groups : under the age of 45, only one in every four seemed free from obvious mental or emotional disability, whereas over that age two out of every three were free from these handicaps.
It became very obvious during the survey that the older men were better balanced mentally than the younger men and that their desire to work was much greater though, in general, their physical limitations were also greater.
The attitude of each of these 500 men to his lot?and to the world in general?was classified in one of six categories, an operation not nearly so difficult in practice as it might appear. The result is summarised in 
